A Stitch in Time
By Amanda McCavour

My interest in textiles and
embroidery started with

an interest in drawing and,
even more specifically, an
interest in line. While | was
studying drawing at York
University, | thought that

it would be an interesting
experiment to propose
embroidery as drawing —
to make a drawing that
only existed out of thread —
in a more experimental
drawing class, but |
needed to find a way to
do this.

That is where my interest
in the medium really
began. | didn't learn the
technique from a teacher.
Instead, | had a visual
problem that | wanted to
solve. So, my questions
were: How do | make

a piece that exists only
out of sewn line? What
materials would allow me
to do this? How much
thread is needed to hold
a work together? Later
on, | began to wonder
about the meaning of
the material and its
relationship to the image.
Currently, within my
embroidery, | use a sewing
machine to cross-hatch,
stipple and shade, using
a traditional approach in
terms of technique, but an
experimental approach in
terms of material.

| do feel a connection to
the history of embroidery
and the legacy of artists
working with thread,

cloth and fibre. There is a
body of knowledge that

| can tap into, a system

of working that can be
referenced both technically
and conceptually in my
artwork. | think that
embroidery and clath carry
with it a history of use.
These traditions are really
interesting and carry a lot
of meaning within the
material. We know these
materials through our
sense of touch. The history
of thread being a tool for
mending is something

| often think about —

how thread was used as
something to join things
together and how it has a
lot of strength.

| also think that
technology is changing
the ways that people

are accessing traditional
crafts. You can tap into so
much knowledge through
online communities and
have answers to questions
very easily. People are
engaging with crafts in
these different spaces.

| see an interest in both
the handmade and digital
aspects of embroidery
and textiles moving in
different, but related,
ways. While digital
applications of embroidery
are moving forward and
developing, there is an
interest in making things
by hand and interacting
with materials in this

way will continue to be
important.

| am interested in the
properties of thread - its
delicacy, how it can be a
line. I'm interested in how
embraidery can relate to
touch and how my work
is an accumulation of time
and material to create a
final product that is often
an environment.
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